[Acute urinary retention in primary vaginal carcinoma: therapeutic approach].
Carcinoma of the vagina is a very rare disease. Primary vaginal carcinoma tends to spread by local invasion of the adjacent pelvic organs (without any kind of metastases) and secondarily through lymphatic channels. The aim of this report is to add observations concerning the surgical treatment of this rare occurrence of carcinoma. The 33-year old patient's history began with an acute urinary retention which imposed bladder catheterization. Local examination revealed a hard 3/3 cm large mass on the middle third of the anterior vaginal wall, invasive in the urinary bladder. Cystoscopic examination confirmed the tumor invasion in the trigone. Biopsy specimens of the tumor and histological examination showed carcinoma. Anterior pelvic exenteration with pelvic lymph nodes dissection and total colpectomy was performed and the patient received a continent urinary diversion to the skin (modified Indiana pouch), ovary transposition, vaginal reconstruction with gracilis myocutaneous flaps. Postoperative evolution was uneventful. Organ reconstruction surgery including continent urinary diversion, vaginal reconstruction will significantly improve the quality of life and don't change the body image of the patients after pelvic major surgical procedures such pelvic exenteration.